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Introduction

TheUkulelehas quickly become one of the most popular instruments todayQ $§eé€ many

different artists playindJkuleleQa Xt | dzf a O/ I NIiySex WFaz2y aNIT 3z Gf
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There are seveal reasons for the popularity of thekulelebut one of the main reasons is that
the Ukuleleis soeasyand funto play. From ages 4 to 104 just about anyone can have fun
playingand making music wita Ukulele

There are only 4 nylon strings to playran 4t KS @ QNBE OSNE S A
GKS FTAY3ISNBE® LT @22d2Q@S LI &SR KISEZEdIA
some time for your finger tips to get used to the soreness that gl
you experience when you first start playing the steel strings on
most guitars. Nbso with theUkuleleX (i KyBon strings are

very easy and comfortable to play. Many chords on the
UkuleleOl'y 6S LJ @SR gA0K 2yfté& w 2N
great about playing th&kulele Ay y2 GAYS a4 | ff
making music and loving it.
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History of the Ukulele : Then and Now

TheUkuleleis a small four stringed instrument from the guitar family. The instrument is usually
considered a Hawaiian version of the Portuguese cavaquinho. The cavaquinho was first brought
to Hawaii in August of 1879. An immigrant ship called the Ravenscrag brought three Portuguese
musicians named Augusto Dias, Manuel Nunes, and Jose do EspiritadSdat@aii Shortly

after their arrival on the island, the three men thrilled the populous, amdjOavid Kalakaua,

with their music.

¢ KS yUkYedg oA ad dzadzZ- £ te& OGN¥yaflidSR Fa aGadzYLWAy3a 7Fi
amazed at the way the fingers of the Portuguese musicians would move while they played the
AYAGNYzYSy d o | 2 ¢ SaniSthtdd thatda® Sayhe Wad thkencirde2 thelwords
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King David Kalakaua promoted thikuleleall across Hawaii and even includedt royal music
events.TheUKkuleleis now almost solely associated with Hawaiian folk music.

The instrument did not become popular in the United States until the 1915 Paiatific

International Exposition. Several of the music events featlwkdlek ensembles. Jonah

Kumalae, &Jkulelemaker and player, also appeared. The American audience was fascinated by
the instrument. Because thgkulelewas, and isinexpensive portable, and easy to play, it

became very popular with vaudeville artists. Onéhef most populailUkuleleplayers and

@ dzZRSGAE €S | NIAA&GUKueRNE §¢ (CKRANBRE Gmpppt ATTF a
The instrument was also popular with professionals and amateluring the Jazz Age. In fact,

Ukulelechord tabs were often sold with theheet music of popular songs.

During, and after World War Il, tHekulelereached the height of its popularity. Mario

Maccaferri, a plastics manufacturer, made a fortune selling hundreds of thousahtislsles.

¢CKS AyaidNHzySydQa el theXrthuNSodirey telelision slibwNahd tadtheR dz
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After the late 1960s, th&kulele unfortunately, experienced a severe drop in popularity that

lasted fornea® G2 RSOFRSa® LG gl a y2a dzydAiAt GKS €
F3FAY o0SOIFIYS 2F AyUiSNBad G2 UkAeBOréh&siaodNdreat LJdzo f A
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became popularUkulelevirtuoso Jake Shimabukuro made his breakthrough during the late
Whnad az2NBE NBOSyldfes GKS AyaildNdzySyd KIFa o6S02Y

Ukulele : Sizes, Shapes and Woods

When buying &Jkuleleit is important to consider the size and shape of the instrument as well
as the wood used in its constructiofihe most popular sizes are Soprano, Concert and Tenor. A
Soprano stylelke is best for small hands. You will also see a few novelty shapes from time to
time, likeoval, pineapple shape, a watermelon shape or even a squiga box shape.
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Ukuleles come in four standard sizes, Soprano, Concert, Tenor, and Baritone but overall length
varies sligtly by maker and brand.

¢KS G2NRIAYIFTé¢ aATS 1y2é6y a GKS aadlyRIFNRE &
avyrttsSad airal s ryR Kra I aldltS f Sy3ad2kKinckes 2y f &
from top to tail. The SoprandJkulde is excellent for beginners or children because of its

smaller size. It also produc#s sound most associated witbkuleles. The tuning of the

Soprano Uke is the same as the Concert and Tekes, which is &-EA, but more about

tuning later.

The rext size larger is the Concertsldkuleles A G K | a0l fS fSy3aagK 2F wmpé
about 2324 inches in lengthlThe larger size is more accommodating for larger hands and has a
slightly louder, deeper sound while

still retaining much of the saen £a.
distinctive sound of the Soprano o *-‘-@0
Ukulele d F‘

Then you move up to the Tenor
size with a scale length of about
MTE GAGK | G201l €
26-27 inchesThe TenobJkulele
gives the fingers more freedom to
move and provides greater overall
volume and bas thanthe smaller
Soprano or Conceltkuleles.

The largest of théJkulelesisthe
Baritone The big brother of all the
Ukuleles has a scale length of 19 inches and a total length of ak@iriches It produces a

much deeper sound than any of the othgkuleles. The Baritoné&kuleleis different from all
other Ukuleles because it is tuned from low to high tones, similar to that of a guitar. It still has
the standard four strings of &kulele It is tuned like the %4 strings of the guitar f5-B-E.

Tenor Baritone
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Woods

Ukuleles also come in a variety of woods. No species is necessarily better than any other but
they do produce slightly different soundglahogany seems to be the most common.
Mahoganyis a good wood used in the construction of many types of musiseruments.
Mahogany holds up to years of playing and typically produces a rich sound.

Koa wood is the best known hardwood on the Hawaiian Islands and is the wood associated with
the "authentic" or traditional Hawaiiablkuleles.

Other hardwoods useth the construction ofJkuleles includenato, maple, rosewood, spruce,
sapelecedar, ebonyimbuiaand a realiniquesounding wood called curly manggach has
their own distinctive sounds and unique grain patterns and colMsods such aspruce,
mapleor curly mango can produce a sound that is a bit brighter tinaahogany.

The fingerboard and bridge of maskes is crafted froonosewood. Rosewood is commonly
usedinbotu] SQ& FyR 3JdzAGF NBR 06SOldzasS AG Aa | @SNE KI

SomeUkuleles are maddrom solid pieces of wood and some are made from laminated sheets

similar to plywoodMost mass producetlkuleles are made of plywood laminates (thin sheets

of wood glued together)Ukuleles made from laminated woods are less fragile than solid wood
instrdzy Sy ia FyR IINB fSaa LINRPYS (G2 ONIOlad ¢KSe& |1
ukes.Thesound of a solid woollkuleleg A f £ | 3S 2NJ aYStft26é GgKSy LI I
UkuleleY RS FTNRBY I YAYIFIGSR ¢22Ra ¢ A Mihategr\@ood + 3S 2 NJ
Ukulelewill typically sound the same 10 years from now as it does to@ae benefit of

laminated woodnstruments is that they tend to be more resistant to cracking or splitting in dry
environments due to the cross lamination of the thin steof wood.

Shapes

There are three recognizable batlkuleleshapes. The first and most common is the standard
figure-eight body shape similar to that of a guitar. The second Bdisideleshape is the
pineapple shape typical of Hawaiian stylkuleks and invented by the Kamakkkulele
Company. The third basligkuleleshape is called the boat paddle shape because of it's
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resemblance to a boat paddle. Sometimes squadkeleles are categorized as part of the boat
paddle shape.

The hardware is ao important!

TKS Y2ad AYLRNIFyYy(O RkuNBgtheBinggeadz@iadity tdfninydgears? y |
YFE1S AG Srae G2 GdzyS @2dz2NJ ! {Sod | A3IK ljdzZt €t AGe @
on the gear and this will help your Uke to stayune.

Ukulele  Tuning

The standard tuning for most Ukes iSXE-A except for the Baritone Uke which is tuned=B-

E. You may be asking why the different sizes? The bigger the Uke the more volume and bass it
produces. As you can see from the differecdle lengths there are only a few inches that
separate one style from another.

Ukuleles are very sensitive to temperature
and humidity. It can take days for a new CPRTTENORU
uke or a new set of strings to find their set SO*’““’:? SR e
point and until this happens you will need =
to re-tune quite often. New strings will
need to stretch for a while until they
stabilize; this is true for all new musical
instrument strings. If youdkulelehas ?:;ST’"Q 5
friction tuners, tighten the screws on the 21 Siring- _'_";
ends of the buttons now and then. These By —z T
should belightly snug, not tight. Tuning
your uke has been made much easier as a
result of the introduction of a variety of
simple, affordable and easy to use electronic tuning devices. Many such tuners can actually be
clippedon (similar to a clothes pin device) the headstock of th&kulele These devices will

tell you as you turn the tuning peg on each string when the string is in tune. They are easy to
use and very accurate.

KULELE TUNING
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Owninga Ukulele : Tips and Tricks

Is theUkulelea tiny guitarAf you've playe guitarmanyof the techniques you use tceekp it in
shape will work on ake, but the instrument has its own idiosyncrasies. These tips will help you
keep your new instrument in shape for years to come.

Cleaning

TheUkuleleshould be wiped off with arg cloth after playing to help control moisture. The
perspiration from your hands on the strings and back of the neck should also be wiped off with
a dry cloth, this will keep the strings clean and they will last longemrofibre clothes are ideal

for musical instrument careNever wash the Uke with water. There are numerous finishes used
on Ukuleles and each one has specific needs. Regardless of the finish, oil based furniture polish
should never be used. Polishes designed for guitars will work. Mostatursstrument polishes

are water based. Water based polishes will tend to evaporate after use and therefore not leave
an oily residue or fingerprint as easily as oil based polishes.

Storing

Your uke should be stored in an area with air between 40%6886 humidity. Dryness can be a
major issue in the winter as air from your heater will be almost moisture free. Most home
heating systems remove much of the moisture/humidity from the air. StorindJkigelein a

gig bag will often be enough to keep thesirument in the proper humidity range. Some players
have had luck with moistureontrolling bdls designed for cigar humidorshese absorb and
release moisture to maintain a set humidity level. Planet Waves makes a collection of humidity
control devicedo help protect musical instruments and to help you to measure and monitor

the humidity of the air around your instrument/hen storing youtJkulelealways avoid hot

and cold temperature extremes. Any instrument made from Wood can be negatively impacted
bySEGNBYSte& K2 2N 02fR O2yRAGAZYy&ad 2KSy &2dzN
in its bag or case for protection.

Changing Strings

Never use metal strings on a woake, they're easy to ovetighten which can damage the
instrument. The loe exception is some electnkes which must have metal strings for the
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pickups. Nylon strings don't corrode like metal, so they tend to last longer. However, they are
still susceptible to damage and sweat compoundisulelestrings are not availableith ball
ends, so you will need to tie them to the bridge the same way you would on a classical guitar.

Shipping

If you want your Uke to travel safely by truck, it needs some protec@ure of the best ways to
ship is to puthe Uke in a gig bag anten place that in a large cardboard box filled with

packing material. It should be packed in such a way that the bag cannot come in contact with
the box. The gig bag will help maintain moisture levels and the layers of padding will keep any
outside stresgrom warping the neck.

Switching over from a guitar

If you know how to play a guitar, playingJ&ulelewill require a little adjustment. In fact if

8€2dzQPS SOSNJ LJX @SR GKS 3dzia (I NUkéletedz@dich eagsieB | YI T S
than playng the guitar. Sinclkuleled G NAy 34 | NBE yeéef2y GKS@QNB S| aax
aiSSt aAdNAy3Ia e2dz2Qff FAYR iulelécarabé pladeatrhvithr N&B & a |

only 2 or 3 fingers and the small size of thieuleleQd 6 2 R& | yiRextyefelyjeagl 1 S a

hold and play.

Caring for YoutJkulele

Although we provided some quick tips earlier, here are more ways to ensure you get the most
out of your Ukulele.. .for as long as you can.

Most people look at &kuleleand see an exotic instruemt, something rarely seen or heard
truly utilized outside of a tropical venue. However, with all the merits and benefits this
instrument provides, one can quickly begin to find the everyday and modern appeal of the
instrument and wish that they themselvéad one. The tropical caste for the instrument
remains, though. You may ask yourself "Isn't there a special way to take care of such a
particular and uncommon instrument?" Well, gathered here is the information you need, my
friend. It's not as hard as yauay think!
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Cleaning and Storage

First of all, you'll want your instrument pristine and shining, right? The first rule is to never use
oil-based products. The residue from these products can eventually damage the finish and
strings on youtJkulele While every finish has specific needs when it comes to cleaning, it's
safe to use a general guitar polish that is wabassed if you're not sure what you need to be
doing for yours in particular. It also helps if you dry off yduulelewith a simple drycloth of

some sort, to reduce oil buildup and perspiration from your hands. Depending on the finish,
excess moisture can cause swelling, and this would alter the sound. It's also beneficial to your
strings if they are wiped down regularly.

Ideally you negr have to repair any dents, cracks, or swelling in ykulele since repair is

very difficult once any instrument is damaged. The sound is almost universally found to be
forever changed. There are some simple ways to avoid any damage, however. Hstvapug a
specific case is a must, of course, but when taking your instrument to far away places it is wise
to insulate any case on the inside and out with packing peanuts, bubble wrap, even blankets if
you have nothing else. Anything that dulls impact wilkkvdf you put enough love into the care

of yourUkulele damage can be avoided.

Instrument Peculiarities

Every instrument has a few oddities to its care, andheleleis no exception. The biggest one
for most is the humidity tolerance. Bkuleleshoud be stored in a place that has a humidity of
roughly 50%. This can be stretched up or down about 10%, and it's completely expected that it
will since environmental controls aren't incredibly common in the average house. However, if it
goes beyond thattican be detrimental to your tuning, and in extreme cases your frame. If
you're not sure what the average humidity is in your area you can find it at any weather site
that shows localized reports, and there are easily affordable humidifiers and dehumsiafiid
which to adjust a room in your home.

Other oddities include the fact that there aren't ball strings ftkuleles, you have to tie them
traditionally, and most strings are nylon. With these things in mind, the care of your new
instrument should béoth easy and effective!
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Final Tips on Buying Your  Ukulele

Purchase a reliable, well known brand

AAAAA

After researcling and trying out many brandsS Q@S & S 5 Brahds3hat we heliege

offer our customers the best quality at a fair price. Thesnbs are Kala, Malka (made by

Kala), Lanikalpanezand YamahaAll of these companies are very well respected and have
years of experience creating high quality instruments that our customers can be proud to own
for many years.

Buy youruke from a conpany that specializes inkes

YourUkuleleLJdzZNOKI aS A& |y Ay@SaldySyido .S kioedB GKS Y
the difference between oneke and another. Companies that specializ&kuleles[like

Paradis&kesconm] can answer your questions and give you tips to help you get the greatest
enjoyment from youilUkulelepurchase.

Reasons to purchase yolkulelefrom Paradiseukes.com

Here at Paradise Ukes we know and understidlelet @ ¢ K I (i (R&2 yNIIT k2idza (6 S S f

our staff knows theJkuleleswe offer inside and out and we can answer your questions or offer

advice when you need it. We make selecting just the right Uke eaSyoMdS R2y S (KS K2
F2NJ @ 2dzH FSdhy lbokEdalhurddsdS a4 6SQP3S | £t NSIF Reé R2Yy¢
UkuleleQa GKIF G 6S 2FFSNI NBLINBaASyd GKS Foaz2ftdziS o685
construction and sound/Ve take great pride in the quéjiUkuleles and accessories that we

sell.

After you purchase your Uke froReradiseUkes.cof 2 dzQf f KI @S | O0Saa G2 2«
a0FNISRe 2ytfAyS '1S tSaaz2zya WhynRouduy®am o 2 OI NB
ParadiseUkes.comve want to be sure that you have the help you need to enjoy playing your

ySg !'1S OKIGQa gKeé S 2FFSNI FNBS 2yt AyesS ! 1S f
videos will show you how to tune your Uke, how to play a few simple chords and how to care

for your Uke. Our many years of experience in the music business tell us that purchasing a
YdzAAOlIf AyalGNXzySyd Aa 2dzad G Kghand ® geksfayied gind = @ 2 dz
GKFiQa ¢KIG 2dzZNJ CNBS | 1S tSaaz2y @OARS2a& | NB | f
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At ParadiseUke.cormou can buy with confidenc@®aradiseUkesomis a division obur retail

store,¢ KS a dzd A OA | yO@ &ompanxl liSshb§enl id bBiliness since 1974 thanks to

thousands of satisfied customers thi@ve come to count on us for all their musical needs.

9PSNE ! 1S ¢S aStt O02YSa 6A0GK F on 5Fe& {FaGAaTlI
happy!

Purchasing your Uk&éom ParadiseUkes.corjust makes senske

1. We knowUkulelesc2 SQf f KSt L) 82dz oitne. i KS NAIKG ' 1S K

A A

¢CKFiQa NRIKG ¢S R2y Qi 2dzad asStft ! 1Sa 2dz2NJ FI O
can answer your questions or offer advice when you need it.

2. We make skecting just the right Uke easy

2S0@S R2yS GKS K2YS@g2N)] F2N) eéz2dzH 52y Qi 3ISi 02
already done that. Thedkulelea G KF G ¢S 2FFSNI 2y 2dzNJ AAGS  NB LI
terms of price, quality and sound.

0od .d2 sAGK O2yFARSYOSX28Q0S8 6568y aSttAy3a Aya
ParadiseUkes.comd | RAQGAaAA2Y 2F ¢KS adzaAOAlyQa { dzLJSNJ

MpTnd® 2SQONB LINR dzR nds ofsdisfied EustanteisBverprBonth that linke2 dza |
come to count on us for all their musical needs.

nd® 2SS AyalLlSod SOSNE 1S o0STF2NB AdQa akKALILISR

When you buy fronParadiseUkes.cof 2 dz ¢ 2 Y Q (i ntéd$vheR yoda takielydar hew Uke
out of the box.

p® Cw99 DS @&2dz aldl NISR¢ 2yftAyS !'1S tSaazya
When you buy fronParadiseUkes.corve want to be sure that you hawtbe help you need to

Syez2e LXlFeAy3d @2dNJ ySg ! 1S GKFIiQa ¢gKe ¢S 2FFS
customers. These simple videos will show you how to tune your Uke, how to play a few simple
chords and how to care for your Uke. Our many yeaexpgrience in the music business tell
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dzda GKIF G LJzZNOKFaAy3a | YdzaAOlIf AyaldaNHzYSyd Aa 2dz
KFyR (2 3SG adlFNILISR FYR GKFGQa 6KF{G 2dzNJ CNBS
your very own VIP Paradipassword, the key to enter our lesson site, with your purchase.

6. 30 Day Satisfaction Guarantee

LF¥ @2dz2QNB y28 KILILER 6SQONB y20 KI LILRH LF & 2dzxQ
@ 2dzNJ LIZzNOKIF &S 2NJ AT @2 dzQR . BXB #térMou PurchekdyguA S & 2 dz
t I N} RAaS 1S 6SQNB KSNB (G2 KStLI gAGK @&2dzNJ lj dzS
it easy for you to enjoy your new Uke.

Uk e 1 t Parapisedkes.come
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